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Introduction 


Tamil Nadu, is the southernmost state of India. It is the 11th largest state of India in terms of area. The language 
spoken here is Tamil. The capital of Tamil Nadu is Chennai. Climate in Tamil Nadu is generally hot. People in Tamil 
Nadu have great taste for arts and culture. 


Kanyakumari district is the southernmost district in Tamil Nadu state. It is the second largest district in the state 
in terms of population density and the second most urbanized, next only to Chennai district. The district stands 
first in terms of literacy rate in the state. 


Kanyakumari is one of the most important tourist’s destinations in Tamil Nadu. It is famous for its moonrise and 
sunset. Best time to visit Kanyakumari is in the month of chitthirai (April-May). Kanyakumari is located at the tip 
of the Indian headland. The name of this place has been named after the virgin goddess - Kanyakumari Amman. 
Mythological stories represent that Goddess of Paravathi under the costume of Devi Kanniya did penance in one 
of the rocks in this area to reach the hand of lord Shiva. This place also a popular pilgrimage. 


Palm leaves are green and made up of several small leaves that are attached to a central point, depending upon 
shape. Palm leaves can be either palmate or pinnate in shape. The palm leaf is available locally but sometimes 
needs to be sources from outside the region. Availability is subject to seasonal fluctuations. The leaves can be 
harvested all through the year except during the rains. Palm trees are commonly found in the coastal regions of 
India. 


The palm trees are basically found growing at tropical regions. They are rich and grow well in tropical areas. They 
have bright green leaves that grow as groups arranged at the top of the stem. The palm trees have flowers small 
and white. The palm trees grow better at sandy area where the roots can enter through the soil well and can 
without rain for a good time. The leaves of palm trees when dried used to make attractive products. There are 
numerous ways a palm tree can be used and is seen across various countries. Everything of palm trees appears to 
be utilized. The palm trees significance is said to be as old civilization itself. There are numerous ways a palm tree 
can be used and is seen across various countries. 


Madhini, an artisan living in Kanyakumari. Madhini learnt this work from the senior craft people. They normally 
exports these products to Chennai, Kerala and many more places. Women’s here are a happy making a livelihood 
out of weaving palm leaves, that they are earning more than. They earn around rupees 25 to 150 per basket and 
they can make up to a five basket a day. 
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Artisan weaving the basket. Vase weaved by artisan using palm leaf. 
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Palm leaf mini basket used in the marriage for keeping Jaggery or laddus. 
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Ka nya ku mari , Tam i | Nad u Raw materials are available locally and also they get from outstation. Raw materials which get from outside are 
already processes. But the raw material which is locally available should be processed by drying under the sun for 


Weaving the Basket 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Sowmya B. N. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


a day. 
¢ Palm Leaves: Natural dried palm leaves are used. 
¢ Palm Leaf Slicing Machine: This tool is used for slicing the palm leaf into the desired thickness. 


* Scissor: Its used to cut the unwanted things. 
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¢ Dye Powder: Dye is used to color the palm leaves. 
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The dry palm leaf strips with various size. The palm leaves are collected from the palm trees and dried. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsou 


Design Resource 


Palm Leaf Craft - 


Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu 
Weaving the Basket 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Sowmya B. N. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/palm-leaf-craft-kan- 


] - + = P Pa : | a t+ oF 
dqdqKkKu al -amli-nad OOIS-aNna-fFaw-Mate 


|. Introduction 
2. Tools and Raw Materials 


we”? 


Cutter used to punch the palm leaf. Customized cutting blade. 
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Making Process 


The palm leaves are collected from the palm trees. The midrib of the dried leaves is removed splitting the palm 
leaves into two halves separating the stick. Then using palm leaf slicing machine the palm leaf is sliced into the 
desired thickness. For the decoration of the product the stripes are dyed with different colours. 


Dyeing of the palm leaf is carried out. First the stripes are taken and dipped in water to make them moist and 
supple. Then in another vessel water is boiled for 10 minutes. The natural dye is added and it is kept so for anoth- 
er 10-15 minutes. Now the moist palm stripes are put into this vessel for 5-6 minutes, being periodically swirled 
with a stick. Next, the coloured stripes are taken out and dipped in cool water for 5 minutes, to help set the col- 
our. After dyeing the palm leaves are dried. After drying the weaving process is carried out. 


In weaving process the first step is to prepare base for the particular product. Alternate stripes are picked up.A 
horizontal stripes is inserted. This prevents the vertical ones from getting displaced, locking them in place. Once 
locked, the process is repeated. Alternate vertical stripes are lifted and a horizontal strip inserted to lock them. 

This process continues until the required dimensions of the base are attained. The length of the stripes needed 

to complete the basket must be considered before starting. 


Once the desired size of base is reached, the square is locked at the corners. A similar weaving process is used 
to build the sides. Instead of single horizontal stripes, double horizontal stripes are added to lock the vertical 


stripes. 


Flow Chart: 


01. The palm leaves are 02. The palm leafis sliced 03. The palm leaves are 


collected from the palm into the the desired dyed using different colors. 
tree and dried. thickness using palm leaf 


slicing machine. 


04. Weaving is begun after 
dyeing. 
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3. Making Process 


Palm leaf is cut using customized blade. Pushing the strip underneath one of the strip by pulling 
it out and weaving over the next strip. 
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| AA 
Position of the strip is even both sides. The palm leaf is weaved to create a tray like shape for 
the base of the basket. 


AAA 
Cutting the rigid, thicker part of the leaf to give a Dyed green color strip is used for highlights on the 
long pliable strand to weave. basket. 
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3. Making Process 
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Holding the long strands up while weaving to clip Weaved and completed basket. 
together. 
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Products 


The palm leaves are utilized in making variety of products such as presentation boxes, plain boxes, hats, trays, 
baskets and more. The older products are left white, their natural colour, while the newer products are dyed into 


various colours depending upon the purpose. The price of the product varies. The price range of the product as 
follows: 


Palm leaf wall decorative flowers- Rs.25/- 
Palm leaf pouches- Rs. 30/- 

Palm leaf pencil box- Rs. 32/- 

Palm leaf square box- Rs.45/- 

Palm leaf round basket- Rs. 200/- 

Palm leaf rectangle tray- Rs. 230/- 

Palm leaf basket and bag- Rs. 220/- 


Small basket is used at the time of marriage for return gift. 
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Different types and colors of palm leaf products. Beautiful palm leaf Hat used during summer. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Sowmya B.N. 
at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Ms. T. Majini, Senior Artisan 
Palm Articles 
Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu 
India 

Mobile: 09984135113 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


